
Brian Wolff

Executive Vice President,

Public Policy and External Affairs

Fall 2017

Midwest/Western LAMPAC



Industry 
Priorities

▪ Comprehensive 

Tax Reform

▪ Infrastructure 

Investments

▪ Workforce 

Development
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Industry Tax Reform Priorities

▪ Preserve Interest Deductibility

▪ Preserve Deductibility for State and 

Local Taxes

- Largely Property Taxes

▪ Retain Normalization

▪ Provide Excess Deferred Tax Transition Rule

▪ Maintain Low Dividend and Capital Gains 

Tax Rates and Rate Parity
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A Different Slant on Infrastructure

▪ Key elements of energy infrastructure projects:

- Project ID & Funding 

- Siting and Permitting Process

- Construction 

- Operations and Maintenance

▪ Near-term focus on process elements

▪ Meaningful improvements will require  

regulatory and legislative approaches 
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EEI’s Perspective

▪ Funding 

- IOUs have access to private capital and securing 
financing for projects is fairly straightforward

▪ Siting and Permitting Process

- Major challenges occur during siting and permitting 
phases

- Difficult to execute efficient environmental reviews and 
obtain timely authorizations

- Some infrastructure projects can take up to 10 years to 
permit or re-license

▪ Operations and Maintenance

- Difficult to obtain federal agency approvals for efficient 
and timely access to power line rights-of-way once 
project is complete; e.g. vegetation management to 
maintain reliability and reduce wildfire risk
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Workforce Development
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DOE Energy Grid Reliability Study
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IHS Markit Report: Ensuring Resilient 
and Efficient Electricity Generation​



State 
Activity

▪ Net Energy 

Metering

▪ Smarter Energy 

Infrastructure

▪ Energy Storage

▪ Smart 

Communities
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Net Energy Metering

2016 Proposed or Enacted Changes to Net Metering Policies by Type 

Aggregate Cap

Credit Rates or Successor Policy

Other Changes to NEM Rules

Compensation for Net Excess Generation

System Size Limits

Virtual Net Metering
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Net Metering Action

2017 Changes to Solar and Net Metering (NEM) Compensation

Elimination of 
NEM Subsidy

NEM Below 
Retail and/or 
Increase in  
Fixed Costs

Reduction in 
Other Solar 
Compensation
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Smarter Energy Infrastructure

IBEW Local 1439  IBEW Local 1455                      
Insulators Local 1           IUOE Local 148 

New Jersey International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Trade 
Unions Offer Joint Support for Jersey Central Power & Light’s Monmouth 
County Reliability Project
By NEW JERSEY INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS 
LOCAL TRADE UNIONS
December 1, 2016
https://www.tapinto.net/articles/new-jersey-international-brotherhood-of-electrica-2

“The MCRP represents a significant investment in critical infrastructure to 
serve Monmouth County residents,” said Joe Egan, IBEW Local 456 Business 
Manager. “We should all support projects that upgrade, modernize and 
grow our state’s infrastructure. A robust electric system supports New 
Jersey’s economy by ensuring that homes and businesses have the 
electricity they need when they need it.”

“Infrastructure investment is vital to our entire state and cannot be 
overlooked or ignored,” said Peterson. “Transmission projects of this 
nature exist throughout New Jersey and the entire country to deliver 
customers the services they expect and rely on.”

https://www.tapinto.net/articles/new-jersey-international-brotherhood-of-electrica-2
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STATE 
REGULATED 

T&D

Energy Storage: Why Now?

Energy storage can be deployed in all parts of the energy grid, 

and has applications in all parts of the value chain.

Source: Adapted from DOE/EPRI Handbook, EEI (graphic)

Enhance Electric 
Company Operations

▪ Alleviate high energy 

prices through time 

shifts

▪ Reduce the need for 

new generation

Provide Grid Support

▪ Regulate frequency

▪ Reduce spinning, non-spinning, 

and supplemental reserve 

requirements

▪ Voltage support

▪ Black start electricity restoration

▪ Defer transmission 

and distribution 

upgrades

▪ Relieve electricity 

congestion

▪ Higher power 

quality and 

reliability

▪ Retail electric 

energy time shift

Enhance Customer 
Experience

FERC 
REGULATED

END 
USE

Optimize Power 
System
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Energy Storage Proceedings

Energy Storage: Recent Legislative & Regulatory Activity

(May – August 2017)

Legislative Regulatory Legislative & Regulatory
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Street Lighting

Distributed Energy Resources

Smart Transportation

Data Analytics & 

Intelligent Services

Smart Buildings

Smart Communities 
Powered by Smart Connections
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The Energy Grid Powers 
Smart City Technologies
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Continued Collaboration

▪

Governor signs comprehensive energy plan
Posted on December 21, 2016

LANSING, Mich. — The Michigan Comprehensive Energy Plan legislation, 
sponsored by Sen. Mike Nofs and Sen. John Proos, was signed on 
Wednesday by Gov. Rick Snyder.

The legislation has been in the works for more than two years and 
updates key provisions of the state’s current energy laws.

“I would like to thank everyone for their hard work to protect Michigan 
ratepayers, support jobs for hardworking Michigan families and ensure 
clean, safe and reliable electricity into the future,” said Nofs, R-Battle 
Creek, chair of the Senate Energy and Technology Committee. “This 
package establishes a strong foundation for Michigan’s next-generation 
energy policy.

http://www.senatorjohnproos.com/
http://www.senatorjohnproos.com/governor-signs-comprehensive-energy-plan/
http://www.senatorjohnproos.com/



